Fom 89 5M 628 D.

. MEMORANDUM

TO:

MR. WEST:- | FROM: pRank N. RoBINSON h DATE: _ AUGUST 15, 1928.
SUBJECT :

I want to call your attention €o this story in the Fvening Telegram
of last night. This boy is one of those who filed an application and was rejected.
He works on & Scripps-Howard Newspaper in Oklahoma. Mr. McRas wrote a letter in here
favoring his cendidacy. Miss Kirk, a woman writer on the Telegram,came up several
tines to see about it.

own very private thought on the subject is that the Scripps-Foward

United Press crowd were hopeful that in this way they might get a mews writer aboard
the Byrd Fleet. However, I havenothing but my own surmise behind this statement.
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attention kb invited tifs mopaing to tue attache
_/rcu)"Ln personal effort of Scouu 11 Witt to reach
a iven to his
A 5
I find thet Scout Witt aid file fornal A'g‘gli(.abl on, end that
his case .V"" considered by the Committee, but that he did not
in the judgment of Hhose who made the p;eli ,Ln ary elimis
3 as Lo be included 4n evan the. semi-finial group of seventeen
u i appacently o very fine young.men and has o host of
"rien: ould say about tie same thing with !‘eferm"" to each
of the vir ny.cxgrt. boy# wiosa epplications are in our hends.
In hid case Hiere were o 1arged mumber of telegrens and
co of consderable intevest to develop favorable considera-
Attached to the newspgper clipping is a
city Department for your confidentinl informetion.
incerely and cordially yours,
TOY, SCOUTS OF AMERICA
Chief Scout Executive.



BOY HIKES HERE
FOR POLAR J0

Honor Scout Comes 1,5

Miles to See Byrd. )
Covered, so to speak, with 1500
‘miles of mud and dust, Bill Witt, 19,
ranking Boy Scout of Oklahoma,
trudged into New York today in
search of Commander Richard Byrd.

Bill hitch-hiked_his way_hére
from his home in Oklalioma City to
press his application for a place on
Byrd's Antarctic, expedition.

“I decided I ought to come to
New York and talk to Comman.er
Byra persoraly,” the youth ex-

o Q.

to' get - here except by walking.
Fortunately, I got auto rides muc!
of the way.” !

This is the Oklahoma boy's first

student, a subway, it seems; is just
one more thing. He will get his|.
pllot’s commission ~after 10 more |
hours of flylng. )

‘Among the reasons Bill thinks he
is qualified to go on Byrd's danger-
ous expedition are the following:—

He carried ice in Oklahoma City
for two summers. i

‘He has 65 Scout merit badges (70
are the maximum obtainable) and
10 honot,. or public service, -badges,
When he gets dresséd up in all his
‘badges- ks Atk gratibaof iwalka|

ing armor.

He is a crack shot with a rifle,
can bulldog a steer ke a veteran
and can throw & ropé almost as well
as his fellow Oklahoman and friend;
Wil Rogers:: | | 1%
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