
Worksheet for “Excerpt from A Model of Christian Charity” 
 

Directions:  Complete the following questions and be prepared to share your answers. 
 
1.  What is the meaning of the first sentence of the first paragraph?  
  

       Now the only way to avoid this shipwreck, and to provide for our posterity, is to 
follow the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our 
God.  

 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  List the five suggestions given as to how the Puritans can succeed in New England, 
found in the next five sentences of the text. 

 
For this end, we must be knit together, in this work, as one man. We must entertain 
each other in brotherly affection. We must be willing to abridge ourselves of our 
superfluities, for the supply of others’ necessities. We must uphold a familiar 
commerce together in all meekness, gentleness, patience and liberality. We must 
delight in each other; make others’ conditions our own; rejoice together, mourn 
together, labor and suffer together, always having before our eyes our commission 
and community in the work, as members of the same body. 
 
1. ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 2.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 3.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 4.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 5.  __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

  



3.  In the next three sentences find and list the three points that John Winthrop says will 
be the proof that the Puritans know they are being successful. 

 
So shall we keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. The Lord will be our 
God, and delight to dwell among us, as His own people, and will command a blessing 
upon us in all our ways, so that we shall see much more of His wisdom, power, 
goodness and truth, than formerly we have been acquainted with. We shall find that 
the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of our 
enemies; when He shall make us a praise and glory that men shall say of succeeding 
plantations, "may the Lord make it like that of New England."  
 
1.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4.   Read the rest of the first paragraph and write why this portion of Winthrop’s speech 
has become so important for generations of Americans. 

For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all 
people are upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this 
work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to withdraw His present help 
from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word through the world. We 
shall open the mouths of enemies to speak evil of the ways of God, and all 
professors for God's sake. We shall shame the faces of many of God's 
worthy servants, and cause their prayers to be turned into curses upon us 
till we be consumed out of the good land whither we are going.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 



5.  Read the last paragraph and answer the following questions: 
 
 1.  Why did Winthrop quote Moses? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2.  What was he predicting would happen if they followed Moses’ advice? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3.  What was the alternative, if they did not? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 


