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Primary Source Citation:  Russell, William (1847). “$200 Reward. Ranaway 
from the subscriber…Five Negro Slaves.” African American Odyssey. American 
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Link to overview page:  
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart1b.html#0116 
 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the image located at the 
above link while answering the questions below in order. The questions are 
designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen 
associated cognitive skills. 
 
Level 1:  Description 
 
1.  Where did this advertisement appear? 
 
2. Who made the advertisement? 
 
3.  What is the reward? 
 
4.  What is “lost”? 
 
5.  What else do you notice about it? 
 
Level 2:  Interpretation 
 
1.  Why is the reward in large, bold print? 
 
2.  Why is the reward so large compared to other slave ads you have seen? 
 
3.  What do you think the word “mulatto” means? 
 
Level 3:  Analysis 
 
1.  Why is the reward only $150 if found within 100 miles of St. Louis, but it is 
 $200 if they are located farther than 100 miles of St. Louis? 
 
2.  Do you think these runaway slaves were field slaves? Why or why not? 
  
3.  Why does the owner mention that the slaves are probably traveling with a 
 white man? 



 
 
 
 
 
  


