
Galileo's Third Deposition, May 10, 1633 
 
Summoned, there appeared personally at the hall of Congregations of the palace of the 
Holy Office in Rome, in the presence of the very Reverend Father Fra Vincenzo 
Maculano, O.P., Commissary General of the Holy Office, etc. 
 
Galileo Galilei mentioned above; and, called before his Paternity, the same Father 
Commissary gave him a deadline of eight days to present his defense, if he wanted and 
intended to do it. 
 
Having heard this, he said:   
 
I understand what Your Paternity has told me. In reply I say that I do want to present 
something in my defense, namely in order to show the sincerity and purity of my 
intention, not at all to excuse my having transgressed in some ways, as I have already 
said. I present the following statement [NOTE: THE DEFENSE SHOWN ABOVE], 
together with a certificate by the late Most Eminent Lord Cardinal Bellarmine, written 
with his own hand by the Lord Cardinal himself, of which I earlier presented a copy by 
my hand. For the rest I rely in every way on the usual mercy and clemency of this 
Tribunal. 
 
After signing his name, he was sent back to the house of the above mentioned 
Ambassador of the Most Serene Grand Duke, under the conditions already 
communicated to him. 
 
 
I, Galileo Galilei, with my own hand. 

 


