Letter of Nicholas Schonberg, Cardinal of Capua, to Nicholas Copernicus,
November 1, 1536

Nicholas Schinberg, Cardinal of Capua, R
to Nicholas Copernicus, Greetings. ) i
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Some years ago word reached me concerning your proficiency, of which |
everybody constantly spoke. At that time I began to have a very high regard |
for you, and also to congratulate our contemporaries among whom you
enjoyed such great prestige. For I had learned that you had not merely
mastered the discoveries of the ancient astronomers uncommonly well but
had also formulated a new cosmology. In it you maintain that the earth moves;
that the sun occupies the lowest, and thus the central, place in the universe; |
that the eighth heaven remains perpetually motionless and fixed; and that, |
together with the elements included in its sphere, the moon, situated between \1
the heavens of Mars and Venus, revolves around the sun in the period of |
a year. I have also learned that you have written an exposition of this whole |
system of astronomy, and have computed the planetary motions.and set |
them down in tables, to the greatest admiration of all. Therefore with the |
‘utmost earnestness I entreat you, most learned sir, unless I inconvenience
you, to communicate this discovery of yours to scholars, and at the earliest
possible moment to send me your writings on the sphere of the universe
together with the tables and whatever else you have that is relevant to this
subject. Moreover, I have instructed Theodoric of Reden to have everything
copied in your quarters at my expense and dispatched to me. If you gratify
my desire in this matter, you will see that you are dealing with a man who is
zealous for your reputation and eager to do justice to so fine a talent. Farewell.

Rome, 1 November 1536
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