








(In pencil, left upper corner:

Newfoundland

Dog Driver

Experience with snow shoes, skin, etc. boots)

Hudson River Day Line
Desbrosses St.

New York

Nov. 6, 1927

Byrd Antarctic Expeditions
9 Brimmer St.
Boston, Mass.

My Dear Comm. Byrd,

I received your letter of September 27 inst. and was glad to know
that you have added my name to the list of those who are volunteering for to go with you
on you expedition.

I know you are tired of reading letters from people who want to be included in
this expedition, but to let you know | am really interested and anxious to go with you |
am writing again.

I know you are looking for men who are reliable, and men who you really can
trust in the face of all hardships and under all circumstances that may be therein on this
Antarctic Expedition. I am one of them, I am made of real stuff and you will believe my
statement having known where | came from. Was born and brought up in the northern
peninsula of Newfoundland. I can send you a recommendation from the Hudson River
Day Line that will prove my statement to you since working here and | also can give you
reference from people in Newfoundland where I came from, who will back my statement
there.

I have knocked around quiet a bit in Newfoundland before | came to this country
in 1924. My chief occupations there were fishing and sailoring in the summer and fall. In
the Winter and Spring, when everything were frozen up with snow and ice, | was driving
dogs and I can truthfully say I well know my business in either one of these trades which
I have been engaged. | am also use to skin-boots and snow-shoes, which all dog-drivers
wear. | have done some hunting, as you know we get the hair seal, walrus, polar bear and
other arctic animals is Newfoundland.

I am taking a course now in Aeronautics- the science of Aerial Navigation from
the American school of Aviation in Chicago, which | am sure would be of great
advantage to me if | went with you.

You also know the Macmillan Expedition last Summer which were exploring
Greenland and many northern places of that region were made up of Newfoundlanders
under the supervision of Captain Robert Bartlett who was also born in Newfoundland.

Comm. Byrd you will find the most of us fellows who have knocked about any,
robust and hearty men when set to do a task will do it “do or die” is the old saying, but it
is really true.



However, they say proving the meat is eating it and proving me would be seeing
me and putting me to the test. So if you think | will be of any service to you out of all |
have told you, and that you have any interest in me whatsoever, if you will make an
appointment somewhere Boston, New York or elsewhere, at such a date | will surely
come and see you and have you look me over.

I hope you will consider me for service on your expedition and | will prove to you
I am a real man in every respect.

I remain
At Your Service
Jacob Bursey









Hudson River Day Line
Desbrosses St. Pier
New York

Aug. 10, 1927

Commander Richard E. Byrd
Navy Department
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir,

I saw in the newspaper of your plans to lead an
expedition to the South Pole, which has interested my very much, and as | am an
ambitious young fellow and full of adventure | would like to offer myself as one of your
expedition.

I was born and lived just about all my life in the northern part of Newfoundland
and is well used to the cold weather, snow and ice, and is an expert dog driver. For | have
driven dogs in all sorts of weather for twelve years, and | am now twenty-four years old,
and weigh 165 pounds, and is healthy and strong.

I see you have postponed your expedition until 1928, so if you are looking for
dogs and Komatiks, the kinds we work in Newfoundland, I can be of great help to your
securing them for you expedition.

If you wanted me Commander Byrd, | can secure my own team of dogs in
Newfoundland and make the whole outfit necessary for them.

If you are looking for dog food | will be able to get some of that for you that is
seal meat which we consider the very best for dogs.

| am a friend of Dr. Grenfell’s who has been working in the northern part of
Newfoundland for many years, and no doubt but you have heard about him.

If it is possible sometime for me to see you and talk to you, I would be only to
glad to do it. Maybe you can arranged it sometime when you are coming to New York.

I am very much interested Commander Byrd and would like to talk to you
personally. | could explain all.

Hoping to hear from you.
Respectfully Yours
Jacob Bursey









Hudson River Day Line
Desbrosses St. Pier
New York City

Aug. 2, 1927

Commander Richard E. Byrd.
Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir:

I see by the newspapers that you are making plans
for an expedition to the South Pole and it has interested me very much, and | would like
to offer myself to go with you.

| was born and lived all my life in the northern part of Newfoundland and is well
acquainted with cold weather.

I see by the papers that you will have to use dogs and dogsleds in connection with
your work, and | would offer myself as a expert dog driver.

I also could be help to you on the ship or at anything in connection with the water,
because | am a good seaman. | have had good experiences on the water.

I am willing to become your helper in anything you undertake and will remain
faithful to you to the finish. I am of a willing spirit and a gain determination to fight to
the end.

I am 24 years old and weigh 162 pounds. | am healthy and strong. | am working
as ticket agent here for the Hudson River Day Line.

| pray and trust that this letter may be a starting point for me as one of your
expedition and that I may soon become one of them.

I am willing to do anything that you sign me to do.

Sincerely Yours
Jacob Bursey
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