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Name: Date: Period

The Trial of Anthony Burns

Background: Colonel Shuttle of Virginia claims that Anthony Burns is his slave and that Burns
owes his service and labor.

1. Briefly describe the following:
a. The Plaintiff’s Claim:

b. The Defendant’s Claim:

2. Briefly identify the Plaintiff’s Evidence:

3. Briefly identify the Defendant’s Rebuttals:

4. From the evidence and the rebuttals, what do you think the United States Commissioner,
Edward G. Loring, is going to decide? Explain your opinion using supporting evidence from
the case to justify your answers. Be prepared to share your findings with your classmates.
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COLONELCHARLESESUTTLE  ANTHONY BURNS (1054)

THE JUDGMENT:

Commissioner Loring concludes that three things needed to be proven by the
claimant, Suttle, in the given case:

e That Anthony Burns owes Suttle service in Virginia

¢ That Anthony Burns escaped his service to Suttie

o That the present defendant is in fact the fugitive slave, Anthony
Burns

After declaring that he finds the 1850 law to be constitutional, Loring states that
the first two claims made by Suttle are proved by the Virginia court record
according to the terms of section 10 of the 1850 statute which declares that such
records "shall be held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the fact of
escape, and that the service or labor of the person escaping is due to the party in
such record mentioned.”

Therefore, Loring avers that the sole purpose of the current proceedings is to
determine the identity of the defendant, Although he acknowledges the validity of
all witnesses, he holds that the evidence of the defendant's witnesses was "less
full and complete" than Mr. Brent's. To this he adds the evidence of the
conversation between Burns and the claimant. He concludes that he is satisfied
beyond a reasonable doubt that the present defendant is the same Anthony Burns
described in the Virginia court recard and that the plantiff is therefore entitled to
the certificate he seeks which will place Burns back in his custody and service.

SIGNIFICANCE:

Burns' case is considered to be one of the most important fugitive slave cases to
take place in the United States. When Burns was captured and tried in Boston,
Northerners were forced to confront slavery as an immediate and critical issue.
Stirring the passions of abali ionists, Burns' trial was met by riots before the
courthouse during which several were arrested and a special deputy was killed.
Burns' trial occurred at the same time that the Kansas-Nebraska Act was
galvanizing proslavery and antislavery advocates across the nation. As the country
divided over legal mandates concerning slavery and moral issues, like those raised
by Burns' case, the stage for Civil War was set.




