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Gommander Richard B. Byrd,
Byrd Arctic Expodition,
Gohasset, lassachusettss

Yy dear Dicks

1i1debrand reported to me this morning your message of yesterday

and I wish to essure you that I understand your position perfectly
ther point which I wish to mke clear is that the $25,000

The Society L comtributing t0 your emterprise has no strigs attached, and
is depondent in no vay upon our subsequent and frisndly discussions abo:
your news releases.

Dave Lawronce asked me tho other evening, "Just what are you getting
for the $25,000 you are giving Byrd?"

1 told him "Nothing whatsoever. The Society is giving him that

amount o use as he dooms bost, in any way he soes fit, to furthor a highly

important and valuable geographic researchs

seemed incomprehensible to Dave; and he still is looking for
“the nigger in tho wood pile.” Thore is nons

Having sat in a position to see expeditions go out for these mest
20 years; seeing some men go down in history as great explorers, amd others
of oqual merit have their names tarnished by some mistake of business manage-
ment or in not making heir siatus clear to'the public, I have wished you to
have the benefit of what advice I can offer in regard to what seems to
be o dangerous situation in tho news handling of your project and its actontitic

suspices.

On the grounds of personal friendship, and also because you have been
out undor The Society's auspices and are a holder of its highest award, the
Hubbard Gold Yedal, I do wish to tell you frankly that the mors I consider it
the more I realize the newspaper-syndicate tieup is a damgerous ome for you
and your future in the field of exploration.

I will say frankly that if you are going to enter the field of
travel writing instead of exploration I know of no better commercial partners
you could have than the Hew York Times and Lawrence.




=

Franidy, I believe the matter of your obligation, legal or moral,
has been over emphasized for salesmanship purposes. I do not believe
that such an obligation reflected mors than o generous, petriotic and
grateful gesture on the part of The Times when 1t was made.

that stends in the way of cancelling that obligation is o very

offer to return the amount which was given you as a bonus, and pto‘mbly
is a very small fraction of the expenses of your present project.

The matter of enlisting the financial aid necessary to carry ol
your present project is a much more important question. If you l\avs the
Da necessary aside from the amount you would earn by beconing a
syndicate writer it seems to me that the remaining a ount could be
raised with far less jeopardy to the prestige of the expedition.

I trust Hildebrand told you of the technical difficulties that

will confront you on a long expedition if you atbempt to handl

spot news through a restricted group of mewspapers. I will not go

into than here exoept %o say what you probably realize, that selling
axploradon that will extend over months is quite a

d.i!‘ferent prub] from that of a story on a brief, clear-cut flight

1ike that to the Pole or across the Atlantic.

What I would like to suggest, however, is that, so far as the
financing of your expedition is concax'ned, you talk over that phase of
it with us before you feel compelled to resort to selling your news
of the expedition commercially. I canot sy anything more definite
in the sbsence of Dr. Grosvenor, and of many of our Trustees vho still

are away from the city, but I have hopes that a way might be found to
offset in a fair degree what you would lose by raot1ingh e nems of
‘the expedition.

I trust you will reslize that T am speaking frandly, and perhaps
emphatically, because of experience which leads me to feel strongly

on this point, but not with the bject of prossing you into any decision
boyond the paint of making sure you consider all the issues involved.

With kindest regards, I am

Very sincgrely yours,
ek




