Ffon Davis the History of The New York Time

age 291 - "If one single news story published in The T imes in mu
beriod were to be marked out s more famous then allithe rest, it would
heve to be hdmiral Peary's story of the discovery of the North Pole. Be-
fore Pecry sterted liorth on his final trip The Times had arrimged for

exclusive news publication of his story in New York and ¢hd agreed to act
nt in selling other rights. It had advanced 4,000 -to _him, as he
_necded that much Lo make the expedition possible; to be repaid out of pro
fits from the sue ond sale of the rights to Peary's story of the trip.

As 1t turned out, Peary;s story sold so well that he realised through

The Times nearly thred times this amount.
It was, accordingly, a good deal of a disapointment ot the conductors of
The Times, when early. in Septimber, 1909. Peary, X% being still absent

beyond communication in the north, the little known Dr. Frederick A. Cook

sudienly appeared en route to “openhagen and announced that he had dis-

covered the Pole on #pril 21 the previous year.

The Times's reaction to the news was, however, about the same as the
reaction of nearly everybody else. 1t was inclined to give Dr. Cook the
benefit of the doubt, and, when more detalls of his alleged exploit be-
gen to come in and proved to be vague,(292) confusing and rather sus-
olcious, The Times was still, like more other people, inclined fo walt
for proof before discrediting the story.

Put all this waschanged when on September 6, while Yook was dining
with the King of Denmark and recelving all the honors that openhagen mask
could bestow, Peary reached Indian “arbor and sent word thxsx to The
Times by wireless and cuble that he had found the Pole. Everybody beliewed
Peory,; he was an_cxplorer and scientist of the highest standing and the
whole world took his word. The trouble began a day °r two later when Peary
infomred his family and the public, that Cook's story need not be taker
seriously. By that time Cook had sold the right of publication of his
narranve Lo the New York Herald, which had syndi.cnbed 1t everywhere. It

turned out to be a bad hax‘gain in more ways' than one. Aside fra the price
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“he received - whichg accordingto rumor, was, throuhg a mistake in cable

seemed not exorbitant for what Cook had to offer p he found at once & lary
number of newspapers enrolled on his 'side and compelled in their own in-
terest to advocate his claims ‘to the very last.

It may b2 sald that The Times was in luck and The Herald out of luck.
But 1t was not a question of luck. The Times has reason for putting up
money for Peary story before he started north, for he was hhie most ex-
perienced and probsbly the most remowned of Arctic. explorers. In so far as .

success in resching the Pol was not a matter of chance,(293) Peary was a

bet ter bet than anyone els Bennett's purchase of Cook's story, after

" Cook had asserted that he had discovered the pole, was natural enough, for
nobody knew much a bout Cook. It must be regarded am an unfortunate lapse -
from impartiality of judgment however, that the papers vwhich had published.
Cook's story for the most part felt that they had to believe it, or at
any rate_to pretened that they believed 1t.

Poary's-detailed story came through by wireless vather slowly and was

published in The Times on September 9, 10, and 11, 1909. In the méantime
a crrespondent of The London Chronicle, Philip Gibbs, who was to become
famous s a war correspondent a few years later - and more famous through .

the American publication of his work in The Noew York Times and papers .

which br ught the néws from The Times, than even his home paper made him
— had subjected Cook and his story to an intensive study, 2nd had come

to the conclusion that there was nothing in it. “or a few days Gibbs was

almost alon: in saying this outright, but Peary's heated denunciation of - :

Cook forced the ussue, and the world-wide civila war was on. In the pro-

motion of domestice dtrife in every natlon, in the setting of households '
~—~——————————————
against each other -and b sword o every breakfast

and Peary did better.than Lenin and RTrotsky ever dreamed of %

table, Coo
il e

acing.
—_—_
That wer 1s ancinet history, and there is no longer any doubt -as
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initiative, was equally successful in obtaining the (204) accounts of the .
BnazhxEstazaing dlscoveries of the South Pole by Amundsen end Scott, thoug

beth in both cases it could do no more than buy the American rights from

the British owners p in the case of Scott, the Central News; in the Case

od Amundsen, The London Chronicle
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