’ / erenf{!gzs Fealures

The Consoviomreo Press Associarion Exccutive ortces

February 6, 1926,

Commander Richard E. B

United States Navy D.p‘mcnt
Washington, D. C.

My dear Commander Byrd:

We propose to enter into a contract with you for the exclusive
newspaper rights throughout the world to the -xpeuﬂvn\{'hieh you contemplate
making in the region of the North Pole.

The terms are as follows:

One. Commander Byrd grants to Current News Features, Incorporated,

exclusive rights to the publicstion in newspapers throughout the world of
all news, news features and photographe (except motion picture rights) which

may be gathered either by himself or the membe:

of his expedition.
Comander Byrd agrees to send during the expeditim wherever and whenever
commnication is available, full radio or cable dispatches detailing the

progress of the flight, to be signed by himself, or his successor or succ

of-the expedition. These dispatches will be sent in code to insure secrecy.

Comander Byrd also agrees to furnish Current News Features, Incorporated,

one (1) article of at least twelve thousand (12,000) words covering his

experiences on the trip from S.4 tzbergen to Cape Morris Jessup and return,
This is to be furnished immediately after Commander Byrd returns to

Spitsbergen from Cape Morris Jessup, Commsnder Byrd also agrees to furnish

on his return from the North Pole, or the vicinity of the North Pole,

Qetailed nfficisl narrative of the expedition consisting of not less than

twenty-five (25,000) words, to be signed by Commander Byrd, or his

sor or
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successors, and at least four feature articles of approximately three
thousand (3,000) words eseh similarly signed so as fully to cover all
Phases of the expeddtions

Two. To insure to Current News Features, Incorporated, the
benefits of this contract, Qomander Byrd agrees not to commmnicate to the

or to divalge in any way or any form anything relating to the

pre
preparation, progress and operation of the expedition, without the consent
of Current News Peatures, Incorporated.
Thres. Comsander Byrd undertakes to insure most complote
ecrecy concerning the operation of the expedition so far as any other rival

ed.  To 1ish this

news agencies or feature may be
purpose no member of the expedition is to be permitted to commuicate to
pleace any or or to permit third parties

%o visit the boats, machines, planes, base, etc., except as may be arranged
with the pemmission of Current News Features, Incorporated.

Pour. Commander Byrd, or any member of his expedition, may
pamphlets, books or

the one month atter Current News Features,

publish, or suthorize to be published, any articls

Incorporated, has completed its selection of all the material gathered by
the expedition. Before departure from the United States, Commander Byrd
will prepare & series of articles describing the preparation and plans of
the expeditions

Pive. All information commnicated by Commander Byrd, or any
member of the expedition, by radio or cable shall be addressed in accordance
with instructions given by Current News Peatures, Incorporated, before the
departure of such expedition from Spitsbergen.

Six, If Commander Byrd cannot accomplish his prnsrl( 1in 1926

this same contract shall

and s obliged to renew his attempt at a later daty
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constitute & first option to Current News Features, Incorporated, for the
fulfillment of the sgreement at a later date.

Seven. Commamier Byrd undertakes to enforce upon all members

of his expedition the clauses of this agreement.

Eight. 1In case of the decease of Commander Byrd, since he
has undertaken to be responsible for the other members of the expeditionm,
his heirs shall be responsible for any infraction or violation of this
contract by his successor or successors in the expedition. S

Compensation is to be as follows:

A Current News Fosturos, Iucorporated, will consider 1tselt

Eighteen Thousand ($18,000.00) Dol
obligated to pay Commander Byrd RAOO0GOX within tmny ny- after his
departure from Spitsbergen on his first flight, the said sum to be payadble
in the United States to whemsover§ Commander Byrd shall a-nyun 18 to
of th‘ contract.
receive said sum, and Five Thousand ($5,000.00) Dollars is to \u paid on the /

B. It is understood that when Commander Byrd shall have
returned to Spitszbergen from his dase in the vicinity of Cape Morris Jessup
and when he shall have delivered the news, news features and photographs
in comnection with his first trip to Caps Morris Jessup, Current News o
Features, Incorporated, will consider itself obligsted to psy Commander Byrd
an additional §17,000,00, tnis sum to be paysble within thirty days after
racetpt of word by xadlo of othorwige from Comanleg Byrd that ho hae' started
N, 2L = L soser AR
with mishap and fail to return to Spitzbergen on his second trip, Current
News Features, Incorporated, agrees to pay this amount to the estate of
Commander Byrds

C. Current News Features, Incorporated, will undertake to
+o
pay Commander Byrd an additional sum
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Pole ‘/?n’ myt}wxﬁn uh%v./{@fnexﬂr:@/hfs _boert atsatiod
vefore by any 6! ot feon, This sum will De computed on the basis of
$1,666.66 for every degree of latitule north of 84°, and $6,666.66 for having

reached 89° and an additional $6,666.66 on reaching the North Pole, making

& possible peyment of $20,000.00 additional, to be paid within thirty days
3 O
after the return of Commender Byrd to Spitsbergen 8‘-:- ne 2 Poles
D. When the gross receipts from all sales of Commander Byrd's
porsonally written articles and all news festures and photographs comneoted
t‘~..,.44
with the expedition after the conslusion of the flight 4o the North Pole

Features, Incorporated, for all mms it shall

shall reimburse Current Ne
nave paid to Commander Byrd, Current News Peatures, Incorporated, will sgree

sales,

%o divide equally with Commander Byrd the net profits from tho
Net profits are to be defined as all receipts from the sale of news and news
fostures and photographs of Commander Byrd's expedition after deducing
incurred by

$10,000,00 for syndicate selling expenses and the expen
Gurrent News Features, Incorporated, in covering the story from Spitsbergen
vy mdio. In this commection, Ourrent News Features, Incorporated, sgrees
%o pey tme-third of the operating expenses of Commander Byrd's ship for

such time as the visit of Commander Byrd's ship to arctic waters EEEERXEiuTasY

ry for the Byrd expeditiam or any

synchronizes with the news uses nece

other expeditions which may be in process of being covered by Current News

Poatures, Incorporated, The sount to be paid by Current News

Peatures, Incorporated, under this provision shall not exceed $10,000.00.
Current News Features, Incorporated, is to receive first

condary expedition to the unknown regions of the

option on Comvander Byrd's
polar sea lying between Cape Morris Jessup and Alskks, it being understood

that Cureent News Features, Incorporated, shall notify Commander Byrd on his
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return to Spitsbergen from the North Pole flight whether or not this

option shall be exercised. If this option is exercised by Current News
Peatures, Incorporated, it is to be agreed that Current News Peatures,
Incorporated, will guarantee Commander Byrd a sum up to $15,000.00 and
£ifty percent of the net profits, Fet profits are to be defined in the
same way as in the preceding paragraph. The $15,000,00 shall not have been
considered as earned until Commander Byrd shall have passed 100° west
longitude, but Commander Byrd shall be compensated at the rate of $5,000.00
if he passes 70° west longitude, $2,500.00 additional if he mkx should
reach 90° west longitude and an additional $2,500,00 if he attains

100° west longitude, providing, however, that all of the secomdary flight
shall take place north of Cape Columbis or Cape Thomas Hubbard.

It s also agreed that Current News Peatures, Incorporated, ¥
shall have first option #n any expedition which Commander Byrd may mske to
the South Pole or any future expedition to the North polar some, the terms
0 be mituslly agreed upon at & later dates

Trusting that the foregoing will prove satisfactory, Txmxy we are,

Sincerely yours,

CURRENT NEWS FEATURES, Incorparated,

S emana

connffied et Bk 13, 170
e Celyd )




