November 16th, 1909,
Private

G oA Burke, Esq. ,
nkers Trust Co. ,
Tacome, Wash.

Dear Sir:-

T visitod young k. . D. Burke, your nephow, last weck, ot Valparaiso, to
confirm the testimony we have from other sources to the effect that a large sum of
Boney iad Lesn yaid in o bank to Edward N. Esrrill the Darty, Montana, black-
smith bout. the time of such payment made an affidavit to refute Dr
Gockhd tctameng. that.ne had reached the semit of Nb. KeKinley. ltr. Burke, quite
candidly related what appeared to be a truthful account of his cbservations when
the large bills were counted out to Barrill, and his testimony agrees with the
evidence ve have as to vhen and where Barrill spent some of these large bills
immediately after his return from Tacoma. Other evidence completes our trace of
the funde from the time of payment to Barrill to the present.

Other persons to whom Mr, Burke and others of your bank had stated the facts,
have written us end, in the interest of justice and fair play, offered to make
affidavits to vhat your employess have said. In some instances wo bad availea

Sives. of theso gbcera whon the mriter personally visited your nephew
Gorroborate these aftiants.

ung Me, Burke has been generall\l advised that it would be well for his
fubure. ng. s an evidense of Gourage and §ood chazaster, if he made an affidavit
of the facts as he knows them to ‘be, so that Dr. Cook and the public might know
who sought a square deal and who did not. T am of like opinion that the public
would admire a young man, on the threshold of an independent career in ‘business,
who had the courage to tell the truth in aid of a man who is being oppressed
_ﬂ'gnmn_ng\f’gacy. Your nephew felt this to be true and manifested a desire
to make vit, but his youth and inexperience naturally do not qualify
him to accurately estimate the consequences of his affidavit so far as you and your
be concerned. He therefore said he would meke the affidavit if you saw no
Dbjection thereto. I advised him to write for your views and consent end stated
T would also address you.

counsel will advise you, your benk is, of course, not involved in the pay-

ment of Barrill. You merely paid him money at the direction of your depositor. So
an affidavit from young Mr. Burke should not effect your bank in the least.

only parties in interest are the person who ordered the payment and Barri}l who
received it. We can get this evidence by legal process effective in Tacoma:

desire if podsible to svoid a1l inconvenience to persons vhose participation in
this matter is sbove reproach. It would seem therefore that it will avosd mich
inconvenience for you, your assoclates and employees and for us, if young lir. Burke,
at Valparaiso, may make an affidavit of the facts mentaaned, T’ trusy tht ¥

Teply to him will not deter him from doing so, for such a result might et
effect of sending us into your Surtadiotion for the desired evidenc




