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The name of Dr. Frederick A. Cook should stand
high in the annals of great Americans. During the contro-
versy concerning the discovery of the North Pole, Cook's
opponents used practically every method to discredit his
discovery. He was the first to publish an account of his
trip to the pole. Some men thought to discredit his nar-
rative by saying that it wes an utter impossibllity for a
party of men to cover the distsnce over the ice in a days$
that Cook's diary showed. They pointed out the absurdity
of his statement and hung much of their argument on that
point. A few weeks later, Dr. Cook's rxval published his
story, end it showed the, dlstence L d reled: over tho 1ce dus
sdey to be slmost twice that claimed by Dr. Cook. They
immediately sbandoned that point of attack and sought an-
other. So vigorous was the attack that Dr. Cook must have
had e sense of humor to withstand the calumny that was heap-
ed upon him,

When he sold his story to the magazine, he, with
the simple faith of a little child, did not require a clause
in his contract, ss is usually the case, to the effect
that nothing in his story should be construed against him.
This resulted greatly to his undoing. In his narrative,

as given to the magazine, he stated in effect that weather
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conditions and light instruments, such as were necessary to
carry, rendered it impossible for him to locate the pin=
point and say, "Here is the pole”. He did say that he was
within pistol shot of the pole. He may have been beyond

the pole, at any rate he was at the pole as far as all prac-
tical purposes are concerned, The magazine called this

Dr. Cook's confession, and robbed him of the glory due him

for the discovery.
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