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w Explorer: Never mind the
listorp books. There’s consid-
erable ecidence that Richard
By fulsifed his log books
an lied about flping over the
North Pole in 1926.

Crer the midnight sun, the
competionvaiehes.

‘Byrd is racing legendary Nor-

gian explorer Roald Amundsen,

o ighe o & crosing

When Byrd and Bennett return uomTarE oivERmTY ARcHIvES
at 407 pm., Amundsen is among. offon he
the first 1o greet them. The fight

R T——



at 407 0 h Koffon h
the first to greet the & Li. Cmar Richard B Burd, it the center.
has taken 15% hours. They reached
the Pole at 964 am. —an o Inisftcalreportand acco The llegations are possibl
trip 83 hours — poning hars B gave 10 e conimed by By, s g, o
cled It for abou 13 minutes. The Y pastion, somputaions. containserased sexiant computa
curn £00k less than seven hoy mm log connmx m fouriabeled s tht asronomer and
ith his manner and 8 pubiser Dennis Rawinssays
‘movie star looks, Byrd becomes an preik difter
rican media darling. He goes Tepeated unchanged In the report ety and prove that Byrd missea the
to organize the first multi tolthesolety Allof By ssextant Polsbyat st 150mles
sengeraircraft gt across the At-

Pole, and pioneer a US.

But s tomorrow th Tt anni
versary ofamilestone.

e ons ot th Soscphine
Ford did not reach the Pole
that Byrd doctored his records

 that he erred in
‘navigation. dellberately dist
itiogor both.

e extensively au
retire Bernt
Flehen nd decased (h Sight &

ud. Balchen had met Byrd in
Spisbergen and ater i

ch}zipuauarayrdinm.\ntum
expec
Bllchen Limed. that Flovd
him the Josephine
Ford néver made tto e Pl Pole In-
stead, after an engine d
an il leak: the plane cxxclm over
itsberge

o 54 hous ot e aracked
Bennett o return. Als, their light.

‘Hero: Richard E. Byrd, pict:
wear{ngnuﬂylwntlme“nl"l

Isatah Bowman, director_of
g g
pressed Byrd, saving, °1 asked to

legefth ight; s sextant el nd
broke shorly aftr reaching the
areaoft

e
“The speed ofthe plane and the
mileage covered are also key. Byrd

insirameniaton of Ity AEvIEh:
jon, Byrd probably missed the
ole by more than the

owed by the socey. o thoatht
e was comect during the fight,

Sephine Ford averaged 79.4 mph
onthe 8%-hour outbound legofthe
fght. At that speed, the plane

it speed, the pl
would have covered 675 miles of

-mile one-way distance. It
supposedly averaged 92 mph dur-

ke, e quitydevlope data or
he society with

tant caiulations e might nave
also & s but
Wascaightbebween the panes ca
pabityanditsime ntne

Noxm Fole ety i oot o -
tbooks and authorita-

tory which bull the Josephine
¥ora, "and with Fiova Bengett 1

{gationalads were used 1o prove

rs

uestion s integty. But he had
B0

cording to Ronne,

Bynd Lol Bowmman s, he had

misgd ety atot 50t

fight log contains notes

Lo Fiopd Benmeit,navigatonalcu:

jonsand_instrument  logs.

One enry instructs Bennet e

around the Sates, and we could

never achieve: eed et
terthanss mzs w smphl From
actualtest data... cruising

et et sila. have boon

out of the plane would

Have been 7o more than 78 knots
{85.1mphl.

“In Byrd's stated time of 15

‘mum distance of only 1,131 nautl-
cal miles (13007 statite miles]

Benets migh thu v been
a witn accom-

that mmpme
cnwe.“wm re

es romthe
Pole. Then,

re “the starboard motor has an 155 minutes, or 1045 nautical
oll ter Byrd notes, “We miles (1202 statute miles] short of
should be at the Pole now,” directs  the Poie.”
Bennett to cirele, then dsks how  Byrd did not stand by the fg-
ong-they were “gone beore we _ res e submitted othe socety.In
tumed around.” The response, i I s} he sald

on the outbound. 1 the.plane

establishment. _The
wanded By s rest
medal betoe it puuel atex

thsonian_Institution
has ignored the fuss. The late Vice
‘Adm.Donald D. Engen, then dirce-

Egene Rodgers, on Byrd's first
expedition to_ Antarctica. More

“Mhese entries apparently d
bunk hec chlmtmnneyonlvaew

and that on the return leg “the

vision e had, the concept of to-

careti
explorer Finn Ronne. published
“Antarctca, My Destiny 1975,

ting Koy data that Bord nker
Submitted to the National Geo-
Eraphic Society.

n after we lef. the
oty ond ‘soon o were malking
Gver 100 miles s hour

e great company of loneers uho
heped o u
Tight.”




