Created by: Michelle Gouge, Cline Elementary School
Grade level: 4

Primary Source Citation: 1800 Census Schedule of the Whole Number of Persons in the
Territory North West of the Ohio. December 23, 1801. (SEN 7A-E1). Records of the United
States Senate, Record Group 46. Accessed at “Historical Documents Celebrating the 200th
Anniversary of Ohio Statehood,” The Center for Legislative Archives, The National Archives,
http://www.archives.gov/legislative/images/ohio-census-schedule.jpg.

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the document located below while
answering the questions below in order. These questions will prepare students to think
critically when observing primary source documents.

Level I: Description

1. What is the title of the document?

2. What do you notice about the number of people in the different groups for the 1800
census?

3. What do you notice about the names of the counties?

Level II: Interpretation

1. How do you think the people were counted for the census?
2. Why would the U.S. government need to take a census?
3. Why are slaves included on the table?

Level Illl: Analysis

1. Why would it be important to Ohio in 1800 to have an accurate number for the
census?

2. Does the U.S. government still have a census? If so, how often?

3. How would people be counted today for a census? What groupings would be used for

a census today?
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