
Created by:  Kristan Runyan, Medway Elementary 
 
Grade level:  5 
 
Primary Source Citation:  Lewis, Samuel. (1805). “Louisiana” [map]:  Arrowsmith and Lewis 
New and Elegant General Atlas, 1804.  Library of Congress Geography and Map Division. 
http://www.loc.gov Accessed May 9, 2009. 
 
Link to photograph overview page:  http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4050.ct000654.  
 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the map located at the above link while 
answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a 
deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 
 
Level I:  Description 
 

1. What do you notice about the map? 
 

2. When was it published? 
 
 
Level II:  Interpretation 
 

1. Why was the map published? 
 

2. Why don’t the river names match with today’s names? 
 

3. Why aren’t the states named on the map? 
 
 
Level III:  Analysis 
 

1. Could you draw an accurate map of your city? Your state? Your country? Why or why 
not? 

 
2. Pretend that you are invited to join Lewis and Clark on their expedition to map the 

Louisiana Purchase. Would you go? Why or why not? 
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