
 
Created by: Deb Hicks 
 
Grade level: 5 
 
Primary Source Citation: Announcement of Slave Sale, 1829, created by Addison Printer 
Government Office. Courtesy of Levi Coffin House, Newport (Fountain City), Indiana. 
 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the document located below while 
answering the questions below in order. These questions will prepare students to think 
critically when observing primary source documents, particularly photographs. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What is the purpose of the 1829 bulletin? 
 
2.  What do you notice about the items to be sold? 
 
3.  What does the writer of the bulletin want everyone to know about slaves to be sold? 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  Why does the author describe the slaves’ former jobs? 
 
2.  What do you think the author wants us to think about the people to be sold? How do 
 you know? 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  How do you think citizens reacted to this bulletin? 
 
2.  What does this bulletin tell you about the United States in 1829? 
 
3. Describe the atmosphere at this sale from two different points of view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


