
 
Created by: Michelle Gouge, Cline Elementary School 
 
Grade level: 4 
 
Primary Source Citation: Daily payroll for the Buckeye Steel Casting Company as entered 
by Samuel Prescott Bush’s notebook for December 17, 1902, MSS 662 Box 1, Ohio 
Historical Society. 
 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the document below while answering the 
questions below in order. These questions will prepare students to think critically when 
observing primary source documents. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What is the title of this document? 
 
2.  When was the document written? 
 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  What is the purpose of the document? 
 
2. What do you notice about the different departments on the payroll? 
 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  What do you notice about the pay for the different workers? 
 
2. What can you learn about this time period from examining this payroll? 
 



 


