Created by: Catherine Locke, South Vienna Elementary School
Grade level: 4
Primary Source Citation: Colonel Christopher Gist's journal of a tour through Ohio and

Kentucky in 1751, excerpts from February 17, March 3, and March 18, Social Studies, Ohio
Studies (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006) 48-49.

Entire journal is available through Kentuckiana Digital Library at
http://kdl.kyvl.org/cqi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=kyetexts:cc=kyetexts:rgn=full%20text:idno=b92-
46-26947783:didno=b92-46-26947783;:view=pdf:seq=128.

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the text while answering the questions
below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the
source and sharpen associated cognitive skills.

Level I: Description

1. What kind of writing is this?
2. Who is the author?

3. Who is the audience?

Level Il: Interpretation

1. Why do you think Christopher Gist’s journal is important to Ohio’s history?

2. Why do you think it was significant for Gist to mention that, “the Indians frequently
pass thro[ugh] safely in their canoes”?

3. It gives the months and the days on which the entries were written, but what year do
you think it was?

Level lll: Analysis

1. If someone came to your community for the first time, what would he or she record in a
journal?

2. Write a journal entry in which you describe the people and land in your community.

3. What other references or materials could have been used for the same purpose

Christopher Gist’s journal was used for?
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