
 
   

Created by: Mary Jane Markley, Graham Elementary  

Grade level: 5, Students on IEP’s  

Primary Source Citation: Dixie for the Union, 1861. Daniel Decatur Emmett Collection 
1815-1904, Know County Historical Society, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. From Ohio Memory: An 
Online Scrapbook of Ohio History. http://www.ohiomemory.org/u?/p267401coll36,5730. 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the song lyrics located at the above link 
while answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students 
into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills.  
  
Level I: Description  

1. Who wrote the words to the song?  

2. Who wrote the melody to the song?  

3. Who is the song speaking to?  

 
Level II: Interpretation    

1. What is the author telling them to do in the song?  

2. What does the song tell us about Virginia and George Washington?  

3. What words express why the soldiers should not be afraid to go to battle?    

 
Level III: Analysis  

1. Why do you think the author picked Virginia and George Washington to be in the 
song?  

2. What do you think the soldiers had to gain by going to battle?  

3. Do you think it was worth the price that the soldiers would have to pay?  

4. What song does this remind you of?  

http://www.ohiomemory.org/u?/p267401coll36,5730
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