
 
 
Created by: Kimberly Brabb-Wheeler, South Vienna Elementary 
  
Grade level: 5 
 
Primary Source Citation: Draft of the Declaration of Independence, 1776, Thomas 
Jefferson. Library of Congress Manuscript Division: 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/images/vc49.jpg.  
 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the document while answering the 
questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper 
analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What details do you notice about the writing? 
  
2.  Who is the author? 
 
3. What is the name of this document? 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  Who is the intended audience? 
 
2.  What purpose does this document serve? 
 
3. What event is about to take place? 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  What revisions would you make to this document? 
 
2. How much of a role do you think colonists had in the creation of this document? 
 
3. How will the lives of the colonists be affected or changes by the creation of this 

document? 
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