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Primary Source Citation: Great Days in Dayton, broadcast script 1940, script 
No. 1 – “A City is Born,” Dayton Power and Light Company Production. Wright 
Memorial Public Library, Historical Collections, Collection number: 3 3309 00116 
1369, Call number: 977.1730M154. 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the script that follows while 
answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide 
students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive 
skills.  

Level I:  Description 

1. The play series is called Great Days in Dayton, this episode is titled “A
City is Born.” What do you think it is about?

2. When do you think this play was performed?

3. Did people hear or see the play, or both?

Level II:  Interpretation 

1. What part would you like to read and why?

2. What does the stage direction [Sleepily] mean?

3. Do you agree with the sponsor about finding this interesting?

4. Do you recognize any of the names in the play?

Level III:  Analysis 

1. How realistic do you think this play is?

2. Why was this play written?

3. Why does the author mix real and fictitious characters together?

4. What will happen next?





See Part 2 for the rest of this document.




