
 
Created by: Kimberly Rudd, New Carlisle Elementary School 
 
Grade level: 5 
 
Primary Source Citation: Family doing piecework in tenement photograph by Lewis Wickes 
Hine, circa 1908, from Our United States (Silver Burdett Ginn, 1997) 346. 
 
 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the photograph while answering the 
questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper 
analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What are the adults in the photograph doing? 
 
2.  What are the children in the photograph doing? 
 
3. Describe the surroundings in the picture. 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  How was this different from what the family may have expected about coming to 

America? 
 
2.  Do you think this immigrant family settled in a rural or urban area? Why? 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  How do you think this family felt about their new life in America? 
 
2. How much pay do you think the family received for their work if the garment was 

damaged? 
 
3. What does this photograph tell you about the immigrant experience? 
 
 



 


