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Grade level: 4 

Primary Source Citation: Lucy Ann Warfield, Ex-Slave Narrative. Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) Ex-Slave Narratives. Ohio Historical Center Archives Library, 
GR7999. From The African American Experience in Ohio: 1850-1920. 
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/pageeb97.html?ID=13933&Current=001.  

Students were informed that this interview was taken in the 1930s with a former slave named 
Lucy Ann Warfield. The intent of the interview was to learn more about slavery. These 
questions were designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the source. 

Level I: Description 

1. In what state was Lucy Ann and her family enslaved?

2. What was the name of the family who owned Lucy Ann when she was a slave?

3. What kind of work was Lucy Ann forced to do while she was a slave?

Level II: Interpretation 

1. Why doesn’t Lucy Ann know how old she is?

2. Lucy Ann describes being married by the time the war started? What war is Lucy Ann
referring to?

3. Why would Lucy Ann’s aunt have gone to Canada?

Level III: Analysis 

1. What do you think Lucy Ann means when she explains that to white people, slaves
were like chickens?

2. Think about where Lucy Ann’s family lived. Who might have helped Lucy Ann’s aunt
escape?

3. According to Lucy Ann, fear kept slaves from escaping to freedom. What reasons did
slaves have to be scared of running away?
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