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Grade level: American Studies – 10th 

 
Primary Source Citation: U2 Photograph of SS-4 Missile Site in Cuba, 1962. Hansen, 
James. "Soviet Deception in the Cuban Missile Crisis" by James Hansen, Central Intelligence 
Agency, https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-
studies/studies/vol46no1/article06.html#top.   
 

 
Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the photograph located at the above link 
while answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students 
into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What type of source is this? 
 
2.  What can you tell of the landscape in the image? 
 
3.        Is this source dated, if so, when is it dated? 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  Where is this image taken? 
 
2.  How does image relate to the conflict between the United States and the Soviet 

Union? 
 
3. What components of destruction are noticed in the image? 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  Why do you believe this source was important to American intelligence? 
 
2.        How do you believe the American people would have reacted at the time to viewing 

this image? 
 
3.        What response would you suggest for the United States government to have taken 

after viewing this image?   
 

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/vol46no1/article06.html#top
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/vol46no1/article06.html#top


 
  
 

 
 
 


