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Primary Source Citation: “Rich Farming Lands” Advertisement in Pacific Tourist and Guide
Across the Continent, Henry T. Williams ed.,1877. From Making of America digital library:
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cqi/t/text/pageviewer-

idx?c=moa&cc=moa&sid=d26f145fe4d45d983ceeab6053d379d9&idno=AFK1140.0001.001&

view=image&seq=0286.

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the advertisement while answering the
guestions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper
analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills.

Level I: Description

1.

2.

3.

4.

What information is the poster trying to convey?
What state is advertising the land for sale?
Where is most of the land located?

How much does an acre cost?

Level lI: Interpretation

1.

2.

Why would settlers want to buy the land that is being offered?

What war did soldiers who are being offered a homestead participate in? What is a
homestead?

Who (what company) is selling the land and why are they offering it such a low price?

Level lll: Analysis

1.

What does the information in the advertisement tells you about the time period and its
people?

What inferences can you make about the people who would buy this land?
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3. How do you think most people would use the land they purchased?

4. Do we use coal, timber, ranching, and farming in the same way today as then?



RICH FARMING LANDS!

ON TEE LLINE OF TR
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Located in the GREAT CENTRAL BELT of POPU- |
LATION, COMMERCE and WEALTH, and

adjoining the WORLD’S HIGHWAY _

from OCEAN TO OCEAN. ;

12,000,000 ACRES! -
3.000,000 Acres in Central and
Eastern Nebraska, in the Platte Valley, now for sale!

We invite the attention of all parties seeking
a HOME, to the LANDS offered for sale by this Company.
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and the bot, unbealthy Infieences of the Soathern States, Soldiers of the Labe Wer ars entiled to 3 Homestend
The Face of the Country is divorsifiod with hill and @ o e hundrod  aoel sixy acres, within Hoileead Timits,
dale, grain land and meadow, rch bottomas, low biafls, and |yl s aqual to s beunty of $400,

nndnlating tables, nll eovered with a thick growlh of sweet cma of Farel Tirth are also entifled to the hen
o " Pers i -
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The Boil i34 darkc lowm, slightly impregoaded with Jime, [ ji0e of heeoming citizena of the United States; this they
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gratn and ront arape s the subeoil 12 naonally lght nid pocois, For Coloni tho lands on the Tine of the Unien FPacifie
rebalnilng unlstare with wonderful tenacity. Ra.]‘::minul:'?:n;:i:n Bagd focations In the West,

The Climate 18 mitd and hanlihfiul: the atmosphers (dry : ' )
and pure. Epldemiz diseases never prevail ; Fevar and Ague
are unknown. The groatssl arount of rain falls hetween
i Mnarch and Ootober. The Winters ara dry with b litthe

TOWN LOTE FOR SALE VERY (HEAFP in ithe
mnat impartant towna on {ha line of the Read, afording ex-

P ENdW. cellant opportunities fur business or Investmenta,
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ol crops, and vegetables gonerally. Fluox, sweab polatoes, Full infermation In regard to lands, prices, terms of sale,
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Fruits, both Wild and Coltivated, doremarkably well, | obained from all the Agents of lhe Department, sleo the
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O. F. DAVIS,

Land Commissioner, U. P. R. R.
OMAHA, NER,




