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Primary Source Citation: “Rich Farming Lands” Advertisement in Pacific Tourist and Guide 
Across the Continent, Henry T. Williams ed.,1877. From Making of America digital library: 
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-
idx?c=moa&cc=moa&sid=d26f145fe4d45d983ceeab6053d379d9&idno=AFK1140.0001.001&
view=image&seq=0286.  
 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the advertisement while answering the 
questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper 
analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 
 
 
Level I: Description 
 
1.  What information is the poster trying to convey? 
  
2.  What state is advertising the land for sale? 
 
3. Where is most of the land located? 
 
4. How much does an acre cost? 
 
 
Level II: Interpretation 
 
1.  Why would settlers want to buy the land that is being offered? 
 
2.  What war did soldiers who are being offered a homestead participate in? What is a 

homestead?  
 
3. Who (what company) is selling the land and why are they offering it such a low price? 
 
 
Level III: Analysis 
 
1.  What does the information in the advertisement tells you about the time period and its 

people? 
 
2. What inferences can you make about the people who would buy this land? 
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3. How do you think most people would use the land they purchased? 
 
4. Do we use coal, timber, ranching, and farming in the same way today as then? 



 

 


