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Primary Source Citation: “Negroes to the Philippines: Senator Morgan’'s Scheme of
Civilization,” Informer, February 1903, V. 06, Issue 09, page 03. The African American

Experience in Ohio: 1850-1920.
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the article located at the above link
while answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide
students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills.

Level I: Description

1. When you read the title of this article, what do you think it will be about?
2. Who wrote this article?
3. In what year was this article written?

Level Il: Interpretation

1. What is the theme of this article?

2. How do you think the author feels about Negroes? What specifically makes you
feel this way (give examples)?

3. What do you think the Senator’s motives were in proposing colonization of the
Philippines with Negroes?

Level Ill: Analysis

1. What are your personal feelings about this topic?

2. What do you think would have happened in the U.S. if the Senator was
successful in moving the Negroes to the Philippines?

3. Would you have wanted to live during this period if you were an African
American? Why or why not?

4. Why do you think this topic was even considered in the 1900s?


http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/

NEGROES TO THE
PHILIPPINES.

Senator Morgan’s
Scheme of Civiliza=-
tion.

HIS PLAN WILL BE INVESTIGAT-

ED BY PREBIDENT ROOSEVELT
AND HIS' CABINET.

Washington, Dec. 15—Senator John T
Morgan, of Alabama, has succeeded, af-
ter two years of endeavor in interesting
tbe war department and incidentally
President Roosevelt in a plan to use the
Philippine Islands in colonizing the

‘Negroes of the United States.

The war department has made ar-
rangements to test-the practical possi-
bilities of a plan and the president sent
a special envoy, T. Thomas Fortune,a
Negro leader to the Philippine Islands
to make investigations and report on
the conditions there.

- I his efforts to have the plan-put in
execution, Senator Morgan has held
frequent consultations with Secretary
of War, Root;has consulted Govenor-
General, Taft, and in other ways urged
his scheme on the officials.

It is the Alabama Senator's purpose
in the future to start legislation in con-
gress for the movement to colonize the
Negroes in the Philippines. He has
not pushed this part of his’ work be-
cause he believes the time is not ripe
yet for the legislation; the farmers pf
the south, he says, think they need the
Negro now, and ufftil conditions are
more.favorable, he will with hold the
proposed legislation. He believes,
however, that the move now under
way will result eventually in millions
of the Negroes emigrating to the' Phil-
1ippine Islands and working out their
own salvation.

This, he says is the solution’ of the
grave Negro question which confronts
the American people.

Senator. Morgan's plan is to incorpo-
rate for the Negroes, steamship trans-
portation companies; to give to them
homestead of about twenty acres each

ip the island and to give them the best

possible commercial advantage. The
plan would not deprive them of their
protection under the flag-of the United
States; it would not deprive them of
citizenship, of which they are proud,
and it would enable them to- become a
self-sustaining and prosperqus race of

‘people, because the land in the Philip-

pine Island is extremely rich and fer-
tile. The climaté is exactly suited to
the Negrpes physical and industrial
charagter.—Ex..
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