
Created by: Lexie Boblitt, Warder Park Elementary School 

Grade level: 4 

Primary source citation: Orville Wright Diary Entry, December 17, 1903. The Wilbur and 
Orville Wright Papers at the Library of Congress; Diaries and Notebooks,  
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mwright&fileName=01/01007/
mwright01007.db&recNum=27&itemLink 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the diary entry located at the above 
link while answering the questions below in order. The questions are designed to guide 
students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 

Level 1: Description 

1. Who was Orville Wright?

2. What was he writing about?  Can you read his cursive?

3. Why did he write this diary entry?

Level 2: Interpretation 

1. Do you think this was the Wright Brothers first attempt of an airplane flight? Can
you find any evidence in the entry?

2. What emotion do you think Orville was feeling as he wrote this diary entry?

3. If you could interview Orville Wright, what questions would you like to ask him?

Level 3: Analysis 

1. Why do you think Orville’s diary entry is important to Ohio’s history?

2. It has been 96 years since this diary entry. Can you create a diary entry about
witnessing an airplane flight today?

3. What could you tell Orville about how flight has changed since his diary entry?

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mwright&fileName=01/01007/mwright01007.db&recNum=27&itemLink
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