
Created by: Amanda Mulbay-Harries, Spinning Hills Middle School 

Grade level: 5-6 

Primary Source Citation: Paul Laurence Dunbar Typewriter, Dayton, Ohio, 
photograph, Photograph Collection H49797, Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 
http://www.ohiopix.org/record-display/p267401coll32/4558 

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the object located on the next page 
(and at the above link) while answering the questions below in order. The questions are 
designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen associated 
cognitive skills. 

Level I: Description 

1. What do you think this is?

2. What might this machine have been used for?

3. Where do you think you would find a machine like this?

Level II: Interpretation 

1. Do you think that it took any special skills to operate this machine?

2. Do you think that there were a lot of machines like this during this time
period?  Explain.

3. About what time period do you think this machine was used?

Level III: Analysis 

1. Compare and contrast this machine with modern machines that perform
similar functions.

2. How might this machine have changed or improved the culture in which it was
used?

http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/ohiopix/Image.cfm?ID=2053&criteria=dunbar&start=31
http://www.ohiopix.org/record-display/p267401coll32/4558
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