
Created by: Carol Teverbaugh, Possum School 

Grade level: 4 

Primary Source Citation: Runaway Slave Advertisements, Emily – Runaway 
Slave and Tom – Runaway Slave, 
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/pagedc4f.html?ID=4418 and 
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/page6e1c.html?ID=4419. The Ohio 
Historical Society, Columbus.

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the posters located at the 
above link while answering the questions below in order. The girls will focus on 
Emily’s poster to answer the questions.  The boys will focus on Tom’s poster. 
The questions are designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the 
source and sharpen associated cognitive skills. 

Level I: Description 

1. Who are the people named in the poster?

2. What was the purpose of the poster?

3. When was this poster made?

4. Where was the location named in the poster?

5. Why was this poster made public?

Level II: Interpretation 

1. Where would these reward posters probably have been posted?  Why?

2. If you were a slave catcher, where would you like to capture Tom or
Emily?  Explain your answer.

Level III: Analysis 

1. How would you compare and contrast lives of enslaved people in
Kentucky to fugitive slaves in Ohio in 1853?

2. Pretend that you are Tom/Emily.  John Parker is helping you to escape
from Northern Kentucky, and he has just read the reward poster to you.
How might you disguise yourself so slave catchers won’t easily recognize
you?   Explain your answer.

http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/pagedc4f.html?ID=4418
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/page6e1c.html?ID=4419
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