
Created by: Susan Wells, Schaefer Middle School 

Grade level: 8 

Primary Source Citation: Washington’s personal copy of the Declaration of 
Independence. Philadelphia: John Dunlap, July 4, 1776. Broadside. From 
“American Treasures of the Library of Congress” at 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003576546/.  

Allow students, in groups or individually, to examine the document located at the 
above link while answering the questions below in order. The questions are 
designed to guide students into a deeper analysis of the source and sharpen 
associated cognitive skills. 

Level I: Description 

1. What is the date of the broadside?

2. What markings indicate its authenticity?

3. Who printed the document?

Level II: Interpretation  

1. Why was it urgent to communicate the Declaration of Independence to
Washington and his troops? Was a broadside a practical means?

2. If you had been John Dunlap, would you have risked your life for
publishing it?

3. Between 100 and 200 broadside copies were printed. Why do you think
more copies were not printed?

Level III: Analysis 

1. How do you think the army felt when the document was read to them? Do
you think it encouraged them or worried them to be on the brink of war?

2. What does the apparent condition of the fragment of the broadside tell you
about Washington? Was it important to him, why or why not?

3. What conversations do you think this document inspired in the army
camp? What thoughts do you think soldiers shared?

https://www.loc.gov/item/2003576546/
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