Matt Lieber, Murlin Heights Elementary

Theme Unit source relate to Northwest Territory

Grade Level — 4

Estimated duration of lesson- One 45 minute class period

Relevant content standard and grade level indicator- History #4

Primary source citation: Letters from Arthur St. Clair to William Henry Harrison

Collection on December 14, 2010 at http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/
p267401coll36/id/633.

Summary of Activity- We will begin by passing out instructions to three different groups
of students. The first group will be taking on the role of those who want Ohio to become
a state. The second group will be taking on the role of those who do not want Ohio to
become a state. The final group will be taking on the role of the Congress. The
instructions will tell the first two groups that they will need to convince the third group to
agree with them. The first group will try to convince Congress to allow Ohio to become
a State. The second group will try to convince Congress to not allow Ohio to become a
state. | will then tell the Congress that they will choose whether or not Ohio will become
a state. They will have to listen to both sides and figure out what is best for the country.
They will then come up with some key points or ideas that they will want to listen for.
They will also need to come up with a question to ask each group. Each group will
have 20 minutes to come up with their speech. | will give the letters from Arthur St.
Clair to the group who does not want Ohio to become a state. They will use these
letters and the information in them to come up with their argument. This will give a clear
advantage to those who do not want to become a state. Then each group will have 5
minutes to present their idea. Finally, Congress will discuss the ideas that they heard.
Then Congress will vote as to whether Ohio will become a state. Congress will
hopefully vote against Ohio becoming a state since that group had the advantage. | will
then show a video of me pretending to be President Thomas Jefferson. | will tell the
students that | am going to pass the Enabling Act of 1803. | will say that | have heard
about Governor St. Clair's plan to stop Ohio from becoming a state. The Enabling Act
will allow Ohio to become a state even though they do not yet have enough people.


http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401coll36/id/633

Post Assessment for students- | will ask the students the following questions.
A. What are the requirements for a territory to become a state?
B. Who was Arthur St. Clair?
C. Why did he not want Ohio to become a state?
D. Why should Ohio to have become a state? What requirement did they not
pass?
E. Why was Ohio allowed to become a state?

Outcomes- | believe that allowing the students to come up with their own arguments
was very effective. Role playing seems to be very helpful to students in remembering
what happened many years ago. | also think that using technology to videotape myself
was very effective as well. The students really got into it and enjoyed it. | wish | would
have a better way to let all the groups use the primary source. | did show the letter to all
when we did the Spiral Questions at the end but | believe the group that really got the
most out of the primary source was the group that was against Ohio becoming a state.

Spiral Question:

Level 1: Description
1. What kind of document does this look like?

2. Who wrote this? Who was it written to?
3. When was this written?

Level Il: Interpretation
1. Why do you think he wrote this?

2. Do you think he wrote this hoping that more people would read it? Why or why
not?

Level Ill: Analysis
1. What does this letter tell you about the person who wrote it?

2. How could this person have convinced more people to agree with him than just
the person he wrote it to?

3. Would this letter have convinced you to not want Ohio to become a state? Why
or why not?
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FROM

ARTHUR St. CLAIR,

3
Governor of the North-weflern Territory,
ON THE
Subject of a Divifion of the faid Territory;
. AND THE
OF

GEORGE TEVEBAUGH AND OTHERS,
Inhabitants of Knox county,

IN THE

NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY.

Read the 14th. March 1800,
Ordered to lie on the Table.

Printed by ovder of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States.

Philadelphia :
PRINTED BY ZACHARIAH POULSON, JUNIOR,

No. 106, Chefnut firect.
. 18co0.
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FROM
ARTHUR S§r. CLAIR,
Governor of the North qweflern ﬂn‘fm}-,
ON THE

Subjec of a Divifion of the faid Territory,

To William Henry Harrifon, Efguire, deleogte in

@ic ifi

Congrefs for the I%rfﬁ-Wg@e;n-Terr#ary.

Cincinnati, 17¢h, February 18co,
SIR,

The enclofed petition from the people of St.
Vincennes was received by exprefs a few days ago,
and accompanied with a requeft, that I would f%-r—
ward it to Congrefs; 1 muft beg you, Sir, to have
the goodnefs to prefent it.  The objet of the pe-
titioners is, that fuch a d; vifion of the territory ma
take place, as would throw them and thofe of the
Hlinois country back into the ftate from which the
territory at large has jult emerged, and that Con-
grels would provide fuch a government for them,
as was eftablithed at firft throughout. This is more
fully explained in the letters which came with the
petition, than in the petition itfelf, [t may poffi-
bly feem to Congrefs to be a ftrange requeft; but
it their local fituation ig confidered ,—thejr great
diftance from, and little intercourfe with, other

parts
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fit for. Marietta would form a convenient capl- |

tal for the caltern divifion, mot teo far diflant
from amy part of it; Cincinnati, with equal conve-
I'linfl-:\t,, would be the feat of the midd govern-
ment, and St. Vincennes of the wellern one,
There are many other advantages which would
flow from chis meafure which 1 will not trouble
le with; 1 will only oblerve that almolt any divi-
pon into two parts mull ruin Cincinnati.

I beg leaveto put you in mind of the donations to
the head: of familics in the Minois country. Their
petitions on the fubjelt are no doubt on the files,
for they have been very often prefented, Their fi-
tuanen is this. Certain fpaces near to the villages
were ondered to be laid out in fgquares and paral-
lelograms fufficient for all the donations whick
were to be givem within them by lot, It was found
thar the whole of thele fpaces, fuppoled by Cone
grels (o be vacant, were covered by old French
and Englifh prants, or by grants from the com-
mandants for Virginia, and the courts of the coun-
try, to which the al of the third of March 1791
gave ﬂlid:':j\".c They pray what they may be al.
lowed to themn on the Kakafkia river and
near o Tahokia, and they may be laid in thofe
places without injury, and in fuch a wanner as 1o
give confiftenee to the fettlanents; that they have
not been hitherto liid off has been an irpeparable
wnjury to individuals, and to that part of the coun.
lr}'.,

I have troubled you with a Ietter of unreafona-
ble length, and will not add to it now, though 1
have more 1o fay.

I am, Sir, with grear regard,
Your chedient fervant

ARTHUR St. CLAIR-
- H. HARRISON, Efquire.

__I_‘
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or

GEORGE TEVEBAUGH AND OTHERS,
Inhabitants of Knox ecunty,

I THE

NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY.

To the honorable the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives of the United States, in Congrefs
aflenbled,

Tihz Petition of the Iubabitants of the County of Knex
in the Territory of the United States, Wortb-Wed
of the River Ol

Refpectfully Sheweth,

TI-TAT eur Pertioners experience all the
hardthips reluliing from an enormous territorial
tax, to the difcharre of which, they are perfedl

lm-de?luue, and all the inconveniences 1o whic

the inhabitants of 2 county are liable, where there
1 not land granted [ufficient to admit a population
adequate to the fopport of an ordinary county
eflablithment ; that without the timely and bene-
ficent interpofition of the fovereign power {iF-;E:

ni
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United States, your petitioners niult continwe fo
endure all thofe difadvantazes, the painful enume-
rarion whereol they forbear, fully perfuaded thar
they will oecor to you with more foree than
could be conveyed in the choicelt words of your
peritioners.  Your pettoners, therefore pray,
that you will take their fitvation under your con-
fideration, and in conformity to the n-:lﬁﬁna:nl'
Congrels for the government of the Terricory,
make fuch divifien of the fame 33 may to you ap-

r molt judicious; which, if done the

on of Congrefs, will not only relieve your
tiioners from the heavy teritorial taxes, with
which they are at prefent burthened, but I:uin;
juflice almoft to each man’s deor. Your petiu-
ancrs alfo conceiving the prefent farnifhes a fa-
vourable opporfunity to extinguifh the Indian
claim 10 a Traft of mnt?h mmj:moi? dil.:,-
peflicflions now,compofing the county, moft ref-
pectiully %:m you will ufe fh&l TMeAns as
may be within your power, to extinguifh the In-
dian claim, if any fuch exifts, to the lands
Iying between the Wabhath and Ohio rivers, and
2 line to be run from the northern corner of the
Mlinois grant, o ftrike the Wabath at the Terre-
haute, about twenty.five miles above polt Vincen- -
nes, whereon your petitioners are happy to mferm
the General Government, the Indians have de-
hifted hunting for fome rime palt, which acquiiton,
when made and difpofed of by the General Go-
vermment, will not only conneét this with the
fettlement of the Ilinois grant, bot admit a po.
pulation fufficient for the purg of defence in
cafe of hotlilitics with the ans, and revenues
adequate to the exigencies of the county.

Awd Petitisners, ar in Boswicf,
ﬂmﬁw, o' i
Fanuary 1/ 1880,
Sizned by 355 inbabitanty.
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