
Matt Lieber, Murlin Heights Elementary 

Theme Unit source relate to Northwest Territory 

Grade Level – 4 

Estimated duration of lesson- One 45 minute class period 

Relevant content standard and grade level indicator- History #4 

Primary source citation:  Letters from Arthur St. Clair to William Henry Harrison 
Collection on December 14, 2010 at http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/
p267401coll36/id/633.  

Summary of Activity- We will begin by passing out instructions to three different groups 
of students.  The first group will be taking on the role of those who want Ohio to become 
a state.  The second group will be taking on the role of those who do not want Ohio to 
become a state.  The final group will be taking on the role of the Congress.  The 
instructions will tell the first two groups that they will need to convince the third group to 
agree with them.  The first group will try to convince Congress to allow Ohio to become 
a State.  The second group will try to convince Congress to not allow Ohio to become a 
state.  I will then tell the Congress that they will choose whether or not Ohio will become 
a state.  They will have to listen to both sides and figure out what is best for the country.  
They will then come up with some key points or ideas that they will want to listen for.  
They will also need to come up with a question to ask each group.  Each group will 
have 20 minutes to come up with their speech.  I will give the letters from Arthur St. 
Clair to the group who does not want Ohio to become a state.  They will use these 
letters and the information in them to come up with their argument.  This will give a clear 
advantage to those who do not want to become a state.  Then each group will have 5 
minutes to present their idea.  Finally, Congress will discuss the ideas that they heard.  
Then Congress will vote as to whether Ohio will become a state.  Congress will 
hopefully vote against Ohio becoming a state since that group had the advantage.  I will 
then show a video of me pretending to be President Thomas Jefferson.  I will tell the 
students that I am going to pass the Enabling Act of 1803.  I will say that I have heard 
about Governor St. Clair's plan to stop Ohio from becoming a state.  The Enabling Act 
will allow Ohio to become a state even though they do not yet have enough people.   

http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401coll36/id/633


Post Assessment for students- I will ask the students the following questions. 
A. What are the requirements for a territory to become a state?
B. Who was Arthur St. Clair?
C. Why did he not want Ohio to become a state?
D. Why should Ohio to have become a state?  What requirement did they not

pass?
E. Why was Ohio allowed to become a state?

Outcomes- I believe that allowing the students to come up with their own arguments 
was very effective.  Role playing seems to be very helpful to students in remembering 
what happened many years ago.  I also think that using technology to videotape myself 
was very effective as well.  The students really got into it and enjoyed it.  I wish I would 
have a better way to let all the groups use the primary source.  I did show the letter to all 
when we did the Spiral Questions at the end but I believe the group that really got the 
most out of the primary source was the group that was against Ohio becoming a state. 

Spiral Question: 

Level 1: Description 
1. What kind of document does this look like?

2. Who wrote this?  Who was it written to?

3. When was this written?

Level II: Interpretation  
1. Why do you think he wrote this?

2. Do you think he wrote this hoping that more people would read it?  Why or why
not?

Level III: Analysis 
1. What does this letter tell you about the person who wrote it?

2. How could this person have convinced more people to agree with him than just
the person he wrote it to?

3. Would this letter have convinced you to not want Ohio to become a state?  Why
or why not?
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