
Galileo's Fourth Deposition, June 21, 1633 
 
Called personally to the hall of Congregations in the palace of the Holy Office in Rome, 
fully in the presence of the Reverend Father Commissary General of the Holy Office, 
assisted by the Reverend Father Prosecutor, etc. 
 
Galileo Galilei, Florentine, mentioned previously, having sworn an oath to tell the truth, 
was asked by the Fathers the following: 
 
Q: Whether he had anything to say.  
 
A: I have nothing to say.  
 
Q: Whether he holds or has held, and for how long, that the sun is the center of the 
world and the earth is not the center of the world but moves also with diurnal motion.  
 
A: A long time ago, that is, before the decision of the Holy Congregation of the Index, 
and before I was issued that injunction, I was undecided and regarded the two opinions, 
those of Ptolemy and Copernicus, as disputable, because either the one or the other 
could be true in nature. But after the above-mentioned decision, assured by the 
prudence of the authorities, all my uncertainty stopped, and I held, as I still hold, as very 
true and undoubted Ptolemy's opinion, namely the stability of the earth and the motion 
of the sun.  
 
Having been told that he is presumed to have held the said opinion after that time, from 
the manner and procedure in which the said opinion is discussed and defended in the 
book he published after that time, indeed from the very fact that he wrote and published 
the said book, therefore he was asked to freely tell the truth whether he holds or has 
held that opinion.  
 
In regard to my writing of the Dialogue already published, I did not do so because I held 
Copernicus's opinion to be true. Instead, deeming only to be doing a beneficial service, I 
explained the physical and astronomical reasons that can be advanced for one side and 
for the other; I tried to show that none of these, neither those in favor of this opinion or 
that, had the strength of a conclusive proof and that therefore to proceed with certainty 
one had to resort to the determination of more subtle doctrines, as one can see in many 
places in the Dialogue. So for my part I conclude that I do not hold and, after the 
determination of the authorities, I have not held the condemned opinion. 
 
Having been told that from the book itself and the reasons advanced for the affirmative 
side, namely that the earth moves and the sun is motionless, he is presumed, as it was 
stated, that he holds Copernicus's opinion, or at least that he held it at the time, 
therefore he was told that unless he decided to proffer the truth, one would have 
recourse to the remedies of the law and to appropriate steps against him.  
 
A: I do not hold this opinion of Copernicus, and I have not held it after being ordered by 
injunction to abandon it. For the rest, here I am in your hands; do as you please. 
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And he was told to tell the truth; otherwise one would have recourse to torture.  
 
A: I am here to obey, but I have not held this opinion after the determination was made, 
as I said.  
 
And since nothing else could be done for the execution of the decision, after he signed he 
was sent to his place. 
 
 
I, Galileo Galilei, have testified as above. 
 

 


