
Primary Source Materials: 

Alexander Mitchell letter to David Heaton, March 16, 1836. Ohio Historical 

Society Archives/Library, Ohio Memory, 

http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401coll32/id/259.  

National Road mielstone, A Traveler’s Guide to the Historic National Road in Ohio: 

The Road that Helped Build America, p. 3.  

Warm Up:  

Students learn “Goin’ West,” a song about the National Road. 

Instructional Strategies:  

Students look up and define the following words: 

 Turnpike
 Isolated
 Macadam

Read paged 402 and 403 in text, America, History of Our Nation. Do map activity on 
page 402.  

Team Members: Carol Teverbaugh, Karen Shank, Amanda Goodwin, Cheryl 
Coker  

Instructional Unit: The National Road 

Title of Lesson: “Highway of Hope” 

Grade Level: Can be modified 4th-8th 

Description: This lesson is designed to learn about the increase of migration 
into the Ohio territory by way of the National Road.  

Standards: Include 
Standard, 
Benchmark 
Letters, and GLI 
numbers  

Geo. D.8.3 Explain how colonization, westward expansion, 
immigration and advances on transportation and communication 
changed geographic patterns in the U.S.  

Duration: 2-3 class periods

http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401coll32/id/259


Homework and Practice: 

On “Building the National Road” maps, students will color code each of the four sections 

of construction. Construct a timeline with 5 year intervals and place the dates and towns 

from the map on the timeline.  

Assessment Question: 

Complete the cause/effect chart with facts and conclusions concerning the building of 

the National Road. The third cause/effect relationship must demonstrate the 

economic impact of the road in Ohio.  

Re-teach Activity: 

Students will be the “curator,” using 5 primary sources from 
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6540 to create National Road scrapbook page.

Extension Activity:  

Students will answer a set of spiral questions over the Alexander Mitchell letter 

or milestone photograph.  

Milestone indicating distance to Cumberland, MD 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6540
http://www.ohiomemory.org/index.html
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6540






 



 



 



  




